
Lapideacassis tricornus WIND & WISE, 1976 

Lapideacassis 
tricornus 

1971, Lapideacassis mariae BLACK, partim, pl. 1, fig. a, Geol. Mag., vol. 108, n' 4, pp. 325-327, 
pis. 1-3. 
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Description: 

4* 

Figs. 4-8, 4* - Lapideacassis tricornus n. sp. 4-8} Halo
type USNM 239522 phase-contrast illumination, crossed
polarized light and plain light. Sample 327A-10-3, 14 em, 
X 2000. 4'') Paratype USNM 239524, lateral view. 

Sample 327A-ll-1, 107 em; X 5300. 

Diagnosis: A species of Lapideacassis bearing three similar abaperturally pro
jecting spines. 
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Description: Two-tiered hollow calcareous cylinder terminating m three sym
metrically disposed parallel or slightly flaring blade-like spines. The apertural 
end is ornamented with approximately 10 short tabular projections and a short 
laterally flaring skirt. The cylinder is constructed of two tiers of calcite laths; 
the three spines are extensions of the approximately nine laths comprising the 
second tier. A low, rounded cap seals the cylinder beneath the spines. A small 
pore is present in the abapertural portion of each of the lower tier laths. 

Size: Holotype: total length 9.2 p.m; length of cylindrical body 5.8 f-Lm ; greatest 
width 4.2 f-Lm. 

Remarks: 

In the light microscope, well-preserved forms of this species exhibit an appearance 
reminiscent of the carapace and anterior appendages of a lobster or crayfish. 
Reduction in length of spines is generally accompanied by corresponding reduction 
in definition of apertural dentition and reduction in degree of development 
of skirt. 

Type level: 

Maastrichtian. 

Type locality: 

Falkland Plateau. DSDP leg 36. Sample 327 A-10-3, 14 em. 

Depository: 

U. S. National Museum, Washington D. C. 
Holotype: USNM 239522; paratypes: USNM 239524, 239525. 

Author: 

Wise S. W. and Wind F. H., 1976, p. 301; pl. 46, fig. 4; pl. 48, figs. 1-8. 

Reference: 

Mesozoic and Cenozoic calcareous nannofossils recovered by DSDP Leg 36 
drilling on the Falkland Plateau, southwest Atlantic sector of the southern ocean. 
Initial Reports of the Deep Sea Drilling Project, vol. 36, pp. 269-491, 89 pls., 
3 figs., 7 tbs. 
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